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Abstract 
The absence of academic study and literature dedicated to transit migration underscores 
our choice to comparatively analyze transit states in the East and West Europe. The target 
population of migrants was captured through snowball sampling technique from Italy and 
Russia. The study found that Bangladeshi migrants travel directly from Dhaka to Moscow, 
Russia on student or tourist visas for the purpose of going to Italy. Later, depend on their 
syndicates, the nine countries of Ukraine, Belarus, Slovakia, Hungary, Poland and 
Lithuania in Eastern Europe and Germany, Austria and Malta in Western Europe were 
illegally crossed the border and reached the Italy. These trips carry serious risks such as 
death, imprisonment and various forms of torture. It is also seen that the migrants are 
initially influenced by their Italian expatriate kinships relation and through them they start 
their journey on this inaccessible path relying on luck. The study also delve out that they 
usually cross the border on foot during bad weather and use trains and cars the rest of the 
way for Eastern European countries, while Western European country cross the border by 
sea from Malta at night to reach Italy. This study propose some general recommendations 
for activities at the national and international levels resulting from analysis of particular 
situation in Russia in the field such as to develop dialog with countries of origin on bilateral 
and multilateral basis about readmission agreements, transit migrants management, 
protection of their rights and dignity when in transit, and getting the European Union as 
an interested party to take part in these activities. 
Keywords: transit, migration, trafficking, Eastern Europe, Western Europe, social network
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Study background 
Every year, millions of people migrate 
from one country to another in search of 
protection, or jobs, or better living 
standards. For many of them, migration 
movement means a long travel that lasts 
for weeks, months and even years. People 
in transit are a substantial part of the 
world migration flows. Generally 
speaking, transit migration exists for 
hundreds of years: people passed 
territories of countries that were located 
on their way onto the countries of their 
destination. Some travelers stayed in 
countries of transit for long period of time 
while keeping in mind the final point of 
their journey. These movements of 
people made a lot for development of 
civilizations, for interaction of cultures 
and their mutual benefit. 
In fact, only since the 1990s transit 
migration is regarded as a separate and 
often disturbing issue in the international 
migration discourse. It appears a complex 
and multidimensional problem with 
broad implications for countries of transit 
and transit migrants. Historically, this 
fact has arisen from a new turn in 
screwing immigration regulations in 
Europe from fear of millions of migrants 
from Central and Eastern Europe. 
Immigration control was enforced and 
legal ways of immigration were reduced. 
As a result, people from countries with 
high migration out-flow potential who by 
any means wished to enter European 
countries as asylum seekers, or economic 
refugees, or just irregular migrants, were 
to choose roundabout ways, sometimes 
lengthy and insecure. 
Since in 1989 the post-communist 
countries have become open for 
international migration flows, during a 
very short period of time they have turned 
into a highly complex migration area 
characterized by a variety of old and new 
types of migration movements. Due to 
this fact the European migration 
vocabulary has become rich in new 
terms: transit migration, incomplete 
migration, migrant trafficking, labour 
tourism and others. In the context of 
transit migration issue, it should be 
specially emphasized that the East 
European states and the former Soviet 
territory became open for numerous overt 
and covert migration routes from Asian 
and African countries to the Western 
Europe. 
Though the majority of migration occurs 
within the global South, the literature 
about global migration is 
overwhelmingly concerned with 
migration issues of the first world. Transit 
migration is a lengthy process that can 
range from days to decades as migrants 
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journey through multiple countries and 
face unrestrictive immigration policies 
before they ever reach the borders of the 
EU. There is a limited body of research 
dedicated to transit migration, and even 
less written about the recent trends 
toward anti-transit migration policies and 
projects. In order to analyze such 
policies, this paper introduce a new 
concept: the transit and transnational 
state. In its most simple definition, transit 
states reside at the crossroads of the first 
and third worlds, receiving thousands of 
migrants every year in transit to 
neighboring first world countries. The 
absence of academic study and literature 
dedicated to transit migration 
underscores our choice to comparatively 
analyze transit states in the East and West 
Europe.  
Russia and neighbor countries are 
exciting portraits of the transit state 
because they stand precisely at the 
geographic crossroads of the first and 
third worlds. Most importantly for this 
study, this region have experienced a 
dramatic increase in transit migration 
over the recent period. The transit 
migration flows traversing their 
territories are decidedly, with individuals 
undertaking dramatic journeys to travel 
north through the Asia, in order to reach 
the EU, and ultimately, Italy.  A striking 
development of these two transit states is 
the sudden concern over transit 
migration, leading to government-led 
activities that aim at halting the flow of 
migrants. Russian officials are 
increasingly regulating transit migration, 
initiating restrictive immigration policies 
and sending thousands of transit migrants 
back to their countries of origin, or as 
often the case, simply back in the 
direction they came from. 
A high proportion of the migration to 
Italy has been through irregular channels 
and a large number of the migrants in 
Italy are currently unauthorized. 
According to the source of different news 
media, some irregular entries occur along 
Italy’s long coastline and others enter 
Italy by land, clandestinely crossing 
borders. In both cases, inflows are 
organized by traffickers, who are often 
from the same countries as the migrants. 
Large scale migration from Bangladesh 
to Italy took place in the late 1980s. 
Between late 1989 and mid-1990, the 
number of Bangladeshis in Rome 
increased twenty fold, becoming the 
largest Bangladeshi community in 
continental Europe (Knights, 1996). The 
collapse of the Soviet Union in 1989 had 
also led to enabled easy access to Eastern 
Europe, providing a window of 
opportunity to access Western European 
countries (Knights, 2006b).  
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Relatively little work has been done on 
migration from Bangladesh to Italy, 
although a few important contributions 
require mentioning. Melanie Knights’ 
study of Bangladeshi migrants in Rome 
(2006a; 2006b) analyses them in terms of 
geopolitical trends and the micro-politics 
of the community’s organization in Italy. 
In terms of place of origin, Knights 
(2006a; 2006b) found that most 
Bangladeshi migrants in Rome were from 
the East of Bangladesh and near to 
Dhaka. Knights’ found that the majority 
of migrants in Rome had entered Italy 
illegally and there was a low level of 
participation in the formal economy, 
reflecting broader trends. Many of the 
migrants in her study worked as street 
hawkers were employed without 
contracts or engaged in other economic 
activities. In terms of housing, she 
observed a regional concentration in each 
dwelling, pointing to the prevalence of 
chain migration.  
One of the most interesting findings of 
her research that competition between 
regional community leaders had acted as 
a catalyst to chain migration, leading to 
the growth of the community. They 
therefore had a personal interest in 
bringing in more migrants and were even 
prepared to pay commission to migrants 
who could help to organize this. The 
establishment of Bangladeshi migrants in 
the Italian capital has grown up so 
quickly that this community has become 
the largest one in Europe after the one 
settled in Great Britain. Rome was the 
place of the first settlement, where many 
Bangladeshis could meet, compatriots, if 
not friends, and to be informed about the 
latest employment or living opportunities 
in other European countries.  
Literature review 
The transit state provides a complex 
scenario for the study of immigration 
policy because of the number of states 
involved and the very nature of transit 
migration. Yet immigration policy theory 
is almost entirely dedicated to explaining 
government actions by countries of 
immigration, that is, the first world 
countries that receive large numbers of 
unwanted immigrants who plan on 
working and living in the host country. 
Immigration scholars have debated the 
utility of national identity, domestic 
politics, state institutions, Marxism and 
neo-Marxism, and globalization theory to 
understand why countries of immigration 
enact restrictive immigration policies. 
None of the following approaches 
adequately explains the enactment of 
immigration controls in Russia or 
neighbor countries. However, they do 
provide an important theoretical toolkit 
for exploring why these countries are 
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currently opting to restrict transit 
migration. 
According to the national identity 
approach, national identity debates and 
social conflicts are primary in shaping 
immigration policy (Meissner 1992; 
Zolberg 1981). A historical approach, 
evoking a national narrative built on 
historical events, is often used to explain 
why countries are friendly or unfriendly 
to immigration. Using this lens, 
heterogeneous settler societies are willing 
to accept large-scale immigration, while 
homogenous ethnic states reject 
immigration (Kritz 1987). The transit 
state does not easily fit into the rubric this 
approach presents; neither Russia nor 
neighbor countries, for example, can be 
defined as heterogeneous settler societies 
or homogenous ethnic states.  
The national identity approach is not the 
only theory that uses public concerns to 
explain immigration policies. The 
domestic politics approach, while using 
the same unit of analysis as the national 
identity approach, primarily focuses on 
the interplay between state and society. 
Scholars of this approach often focus on 
the curious relationship between a 
negative public opinion of immigration 
and expansive immigration policies as 
often seen in countries of immigration 
(Meissner 1992). This relationship is 
attributed to policymaking that is 
analogous to a delicate balancing act 
between various interest groups and 
partisan politics (Cornelius 1989). 
Interest groups are typically exemplified 
as employer and ethnic groups, who favor 
expansionist policies, and unions and 
nationalist groups, who favor restrictions’ 
policies (Jacobson 1996). This approach 
has been used effectively to capture the 
influence electoral politics can have in 
shaping the immigration agenda, and the 
power of interest groups in the 
democratic system (Freeman 1992).  
Like the national identity approach, the 
domestic politics approach does not, at 
this point, accurately fit the transit state 
scenario. The public is neither asking the 
government to stop immigration nor are 
immigration policies expansive. Instead, 
in the Russian and neighbor countries 
cases, restrictive policies were initiated in 
a top-down process. As of yet, there has 
been no real societal demand for the State 
to intervene in the realm of migration. 
However, if transit migrants become de 
facto residents, their stay can become 
problematic (Hirschman 1994). The 
possibility of spending scare resources on 
noncitizens and job competition could 
create a xenophobic backlash. 
Immigration scholars also attempt to 
explain state responses by switching the 
unit of analysis from the society to the 
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state. One such approach is the 
institutional approach, which depicts an 
autonomous state relatively unaffected by 
society (Fitzgerald 1996). This approach 
argues that the interests of the state, in 
certain circumstances, can remain 
unaffected by electoral politics or interest 
groups. The literature differentiates 
between strong states and weak states 
(Freeman 1995; Skocpol 1985).  
Scholars have also turned to Marxism and 
neo-Marxism to explain immigration 
policies within countries of immigration. 
Marxism contends that immigration is a 
structural component of uneven capitalist 
development and the international 
division of labor (Piore 1979; Gorz 
1970). Capitalists, in an effort to increase 
profits, import foreign workers in order to 
drive wages downward, divide the 
working class, and maintain the 
hegemonic class structure (Gorz 1970). 
In this analysis, employers from 
developed countries actively recruit 
cheap labor from undeveloped regions to 
work in the secondary sector of the labor 
market (Piore 1979). Neo-Marxists see 
international migration as a product of the 
structure of the world market and 
strategic, uneven development between 
countries (Morowska 1990, Petras 1981). 
However successful these approaches 
may be at explaining dynamics within 
countries of immigration, they are largely 
unable to explain immigration policies in 
developing countries, particularly transit 
states. The transit state simply does not fit 
well into the Marxist model because 
transit states do not yet have a structural 
need for immigrant labor.  
Yet another theory utilized to explain the 
creation of immigration policies is 
globalization theory. This theory argues 
that free trade and economic 
globalization is undermining the modern 
state (Schmidt 1995). Human rights 
regimes, circulation of capital, ethnic 
lobbies, EC/EU institutions and liberal 
trade have all contributed to the 
transformation of sovereignty (Schmidt 
1995). The state may have lost control 
over ideas, but it remains a controller of 
its border and the movement of people 
across them in this respect despite the 
rhetoric of globalization, the bulk of the 
world’s population live in closed worlds, 
trapped by the lottery of their birth. 
Sovereignty may have been lost in a 
number of areas, but controlling who 
enters one’s territory is still squarely 
within the jurisdiction of the nation state. 
Scholars have also used realism theory to 
explain restrictive policies in countries of 
immigration. Realism assumes that the 
state is a rational, unitary actor most 
concerned with security issues (Weiner 
1993; Walt 1991; Mitchel 1989; Koehane 
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1986). It is based on a pessimistic view of 
human progress and possibilities; it 
claims that the world is primarily hostile, 
conflictual and humans are primarily 
concerned with power and domination 
(Gilpin 1986). Realism is most applicable 
in international situations of conflict and 
war, and therefore, Realist explanations 
of immigration policy have mainly been 
limited to explaining refugee flows and 
policies (Titelbaum 1984). Realism is 
useful in that it emphasizes global power 
relations, but it has been widely criticized 
for assuming the state is a unitary actor 
and ignoring the domestic sphere.  
Rather than focusing on only one 
element, such as the state, or the 
interaction between state and society. A 
comprehensive analysis includes the 
international context, state leadership, 
society, and the interactions between all 
three realms. In this approach, as realism 
brings to the fore, geopolitics are a key 
factor, particularly the desires and efforts 
of transit states to pursue greater regional 
integration for economic reasons. It is 
important to note that transit states are 
being courted, financially enticed, and 
diplomatically pressured to control their 
borders and detain transit migrants. The 
longer the transit state receives transit 
migration flows, and especially if these 
migrants become defacto immigrants, the 
more the public is likely to have a 
xenophobic and adverse reaction. As the 
domestic politics approach reminds us, 
public demand for immigration control 
can lead to restrictive policies. 
Many migrants wish to move directly to 
their desired destination, but do not have 
the financial, social, or human capital to 
do so. Instead they engage in a type of 
step migration, moving consistently 
closer to the destination goal and 
simultaneously gathering information, 
creating networks, and building capital to 
continue the journey (Hollifield 1994). 
There is a noted class element at play in 
transit migration, as poor migrants must 
engage in elaborate journeys that often 
span multiple countries, while others can 
pay thousands dollar to purchase a luxury 
package that includes airfare, a passport 
with a valid visa, and bribes for officials 
at the airport (Miller 1992). Because 
finances often determine where and how 
an individual will migrate, policies that 
target transit migrants invariably affect 
the most disadvantaged. Those that are 
able to purchase the luxury package 
escape the control policies that are 
exercised on those who have to organize 
their journeys along traditional routes and 
by traditional means, including walking, 
traveling in the back of lorries, or bus or 
by train (Kirk 1996). This does not mean 
that money can circumvent all 
immigration policies, only that it can 
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affect the nature of the journey and the 
types of controls the migrant might 
encounter. 
Because there is no formal category or 
definition within international policy or 
international law for ‘transit migration’ 
(Massey et al 1993), this leads to a great 
degree of speculation and debate 
surrounding the precise definition and 
nature of contemporary transit migration. 
For example, it is typically considered 
temporary and of short duration, though 
such an understanding is seriously 
corroded by the evidence from countries 
of transit in the last decades (Mannan & 
Krueger 1996). While theoretically 
transit migrants want to spend as little 
time as possible in the transit country, 
immigration controls in the destination 
country make completing the journey 
extremely difficult. Regulations, visa 
restrictions, and financial constraints all 
have the ability of lengthening the 
amount of time spent in the transit 
country. Control policies of both 
destination and transit countries 
determine paths, points of departure and 
arrival; frequently, transit migrants seem 
to be blown off course, respond to new 
opportunities or quickly respond to new 
or increasing control policies (Shadid 
1979). Often the final destination is not 
pre-determined, or it changes en-route, as 
migrants respond to the options that 
become available to them. It is not 
uncommon for a final destination to be 
decided by virtue of available finances, or 
by the smuggler or route the migrant can 
afford (Mannan & Kozlov 1995). For 
these reasons, many transit migrants are 
not short-term visitors to the transit 
country, as they must grapple with 
illegality, capital building, migration, and 
survival strategies. A common strategy 
noted in the literature is a long-term stay 
in the transit country, which adds 
complexity, if not confusion, to the 
definition of transit migration (Chant & 
Radcliffe 1992).  
At first glance, the literature concerning 
transit migration appears to be at odds 
with the widely accepted social network 
theory. This is, however, not necessarily 
the case. Both refugees and economic 
migrants share networks, smugglers, 
information, and strategies (Cornelius 
1989), creating a considerable overlap, if 
not confusion of transit migration with 
asylum migration and with refugee 
resettlement, and with irregular migration 
and trafficking (Carling 1996). Much like 
the difficulty in distinguishing between 
voluntary and forced migrants, in practice 
it can be difficult to differentiate between 
transit migrants and emigrants.  
It has been noted that many of the transit 
migration routes that have been identified 
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today appear to follow traditional 
migratory and trading paths in Africa, 
Central Asia and Europe. Maps that 
document the paths used by 
contemporary transit migrants look like 
exact copies of thousand-year-old cross 
Saharan trading links, whilst other routes 
seem to duplicate the Eurasian Silk Road 
(Go 1995). In fact, contemporary transit 
migration has revitalized ancient trade 
routes and towns in Mali, Niger, Chad, 
Libya, Algeria and Mauritania 
(Brochmann 1990). Transit migration is 
certainly not a new phenomenon. Besides 
century old trading and migration 
patterns, more contemporary methods of 
step-migration have long been noted in 
migration literature. However, it is 
crucial to note that contemporary transit 
migration flows are greatly affected, and 
even defined, by restrictive immigration 
policies of the destination country and the 
various countries these migrants attempt 
to cross. While it is clear that people have 
migrated across countries and regions 
throughout history, the current revival of 
older migration patterns must now 
confront the modern constraints of nation 
states, borders, and border control. 
Methodology 
This study is a cross sectional design with 
qualitative approach. This particular 
study was conducted in Moscow, Russia 
and Rome, Italy. Both purposive and 
snowball sampling techniques have been 
used. The target population of migrants 
was captured through snowball sampling 
technique because the exact number of 
migrants was not known. The researcher 
made initial contacts with community 
leaders who identified a small group of 
people (known individual migrants) and 
used them to establish more contacts with 
other potential migrants. Use of snowball 
sampling technique may have affected 
the representativeness of the sample. 
Apart from snowball sampling technique, 
purposive sampling was also employed in 
the selection of key informants deemed to 
possess crucial information for the study. 
All information was collected through the 
use of in-depth interviews, field 
observations and focus group discussions 
in 1996/1997. In-depth interviews were 
conducted with thirty selected key 
informants who deemed to possess 
crucial information for this particular 
study. Moreover, focus group discussions 
were used to validate the information 
gathered through other methods. A total 
of five groups with a composition of eight 
members were included in the 
discussions. Documentary reviews from 
government reports and scholarly works 
were also used to collect both quantitative 
and qualitative data that relates to the 
36 
 
Mannan, K.A., & Kazlov, V.V. (1997). Transits and Transnational Route of Migration and Trafficking: A Journey from Bangladesh to 
Italy via Moscow, Russia 
 
study topic. The collected data were 
analyzed content analysis methods.  
Data analysis and discussion 
By analyzing the above mentioned data, 
the following six routes are identified and 
highlighted: 
Firstly, the information is available that 
an aspiring migration is motivated 
through his own social network. The 
main reason for this influence is that 
Bangladeshi migrants in Italy show of 
rapid economic development in their own 
country, which encourages others to 
travel to Italy at any risk and cost. It is 
worth mentioning here that not only one 
immigrant but also other members of his 
family are involved in this process. Their 
network is mainly from Italy. Aspirants 
migrant only follow the guidelines of that 
network. The first route (Figure 1.1) was 
found that they were crossed 
approximately this 6,000 km from Dhaka 
to Moscow, only by air transport and 
some of them took student or tourist visa 
for it. Although the distance from 
Moscow to Ukraine is about one 
thousand kilometers, they cross this route 
by train, car and on foot. It is mentioned 
here that they have to cross the border 
area on foot only. This is the same, that 
is, by train, car and on foot, the remaining 
about four thousand kilometers from 
Ukraine to Hungary to Austria to reach 
the destination of the dream to the Italy. 
The process from Moscow to Italy takes 
about 3-4 months and the cost of 
migration is about 4-5 thousand US 
dollars. Below are the words of one who 
arrived in Italy on this route: 
Figure 1.1: Route of migration and 
trafficking, Dhaka to Moscow to 
Ukraine to Hungary to Austria to Italy 
  
“I was strongly influenced by a friend in 
my village area who is an Italian 
expatriate, who went to Italy about two 
years ago. In these two years, he has 
bought pucca buildings and a lot of land, 
and has already taken many relatives and 
friends to Italy. He told me to go to the 
address of a travel agency in Dhaka and 
that travel agency picked me up on a 
flight to Moscow, Russia within fifteen 
days. There were thirty-six passengers of 
that travel agency with me on that flight, 
none of whom I knew before. The one who 
came to pick me up at the Moscow airport 
took a total of eleven people, including 
me, to a house where there were nine 
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others who arrived a week ago. Two 
weeks later we were taken by train from 
here to a town near Ukraine. The next day 
he was kept in a secluded house in the 
border area. The next night we crossed 
the border into Ukraine on foot. In the 
same way we cross the border of Hungary 
and Austria. We reached Italy directly by 
train from Austria. Mention here that we 
stay in Ukraine for 29 days, 45 days in 
Hungary and 1 day in Austria”. 
(Dabir: Age, 33; Educational 
Qualification: Tenth Class) 
Secondly (Figure 1.2), it is seen that a 
prospective migrant first travels in the 
same way to Italy for the purpose of 
migration from Dhaka, Bangladesh only 
by air travel to Moscow and even if 
someone takes a student visa or tourist 
visa for it. Later their routes change as 
they go from Moscow to Ukraine in the 
same way but they do not go the same 
pathway at the border because their next 
country is different. This means that for 
those who go from Ukraine to Hungary to 
Austria, there was one way and for those 
who reach Austria via Ukraine after 
Ukraine, the way was different. The 
reason for this difference from the focus 
group discussion was that the number of 
migrant aspirants from Bangladesh is so 
high that they tend to be multiple 
different border areas and intermediate 
countries to avoid the attention of law 
enforcement authorities. After Ukraine, 
the same process of going to Italy via 
Slovakia, Austria, i.e. by train, car and on 
foot, crossing the rest of the way, reaches 
the desired destination Italy. The process 
from Moscow to Italy takes about 4-5 
months and the cost of immigration was 
about 5-6 thousand US dollars. Below are 
the words of one who arrived in Italy on 
this route: 
Figure 1.2 Dhaka to Moscow to Ukraine 
to Slovakia to Austria to Italy 
 
“My friend's father has lived in Italy for 
the last 4 years. He told me that he would 
not study anymore because his father 
would take him to Italy and I could go 
with him if I wanted to. When I talked to 
everyone in my family, they agreed to 
come to Italy this way. I didn't have to go 
anywhere, which is what my friend did. 
About a month later friend of mine 
informed me that everything was going 
well for us and we both boarded the plane 
for Moscow, Russia. A friend of my 
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friend's father came to pick us up at the 
Moscow airport. We went with him to an 
apartment in Moscow, where we saw that 
there were 16 more people there before. 
My friend's father always called us from 
Italy and gave us advice on what to do 
and what not to do, and we followed his 
lead. A week later we were taken by train 
from here to a town near Ukraine. The 
next day he was kept in a secluded house 
in the border area. The next night we 
crossed the border into Ukraine on foot. 
In the same way we cross the border of 
Slovakia and Austria. We reached Italy 
directly by train from Austria. It is worth 
mentioning here that we stay in Ukraine 
for 28 days, 36 days in Slovakia and 1 day 
in Austria.” 
(Shagir: Age, 19; Qualification: Higher 
Secondary) 
The third route (Figure 1.3) shows that 
Dhaka to Moscow to Belarus to Poland to 
Germany to Austria to Italy were used. In 
this way they were used Belarus instead 
of Ukraine. In the case of Ukraine they 
were taken by road but for Belarus they 
were gone by the air. The reason for this 
difference from the focus group 
discussion was that some people can 
easily reach Belarus by arranging tourist 
visas, but some also go through fake visas 
in this case. After Belarus, the rest of the 
way to Poland by train, car and on foot, 
then by direct train from Germany via 
Austria to the desired destination Italy. 
The process from Moscow to Italy takes 
about 2-3 months and the cost of 
migration was about 7-8 thousand US 
dollars. Below are the words of one who 
arrived in Italy on this route: 
Figure 1.3 Dhaka to Moscow to Belarus 
to Poland to Germany to Austria to Italy 
 
“My uncle (maternal) has lived in Italy 
for the last 5 years. He has taken many of 
our relatives to Italy. Last Eid festival he 
came to the country to visit our house and 
told my mother that he would take me to 
Italy. Our financial situation is not so 
good, so my uncle said it would cost 
about 6-7 thousand US dollars to go to 
Italy. He will lend me money from his own 
which I will go to Italy and repay to him 
with my own income and the rest of the 
money were asked to arrange my parents. 
My family agreed to the offer, and since 
we did not have any cash, we sold some 
of my mother's jewelry and mortgaged 
the farmland for about one and a half 
thousand US dollars. Uncle said that he 
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would go to Italy and make all the 
arrangements and asked to follow his 
instructions. My family were arranged 
the remaining one and a half thousand 
dollars from the help of other relatives. 
About two months later uncle asked us to 
contact a person with an address in 
Dhaka. The man was made all the 
arrangements and picked me up on a 
flight to Moscow. After staying in 
Moscow for a few days, I flew to Belarus 
again, then began the arduous journey on 
foot, crossing the Polish border in the 
snow in the same way from Poland to 
Germany. However, I went to Rome by 
train from Germany via Austria. Uncle 
came to the train station and took me and 
helped me with all the paperwork. Now I 
am fine with all the family after paying all 
the debts”. 
(Dabir-2; Age: 22; Educational; 
Qualification: Bachelor) 
The fourth route (Figure 1.4) was Dhaka 
to Moscow to Belarus to Poland to 
Slovakia to Austria to Italy. As can be 
seen in every route, and there was no 
exception that the migration process is 
done through a social network. However, 
in this case, it is seen that many people in 
Bangladesh were deceived in various 
ways, especially financially. On the other 
hand, it was seen that they not only rent 
houses and live in Moscow but also use 
the dormitories of some private 
educational institutions. It is seen that 
both road and air route from Moscow to 
Belarus were used. However, the 
common denominator in one place is that 
they cross all the borders in the dark of 
night before reaching Austria, and for this 
they wait for heavy snowfall, which 
means that bad weather is favorable for 
them. In each case, they have seized it, 
despite obstacles we can scarcely 
imagine. Below are the words of one who 
arrived in Italy on this route: 
Figure 1.4: Dhaka to Moscow to Belarus 
to Poland to Slovakia to Austria to Italy 
 
“My uncle (paternal) moved to Italy from 
Jordan 9 years ago. Many people in our 
area went to Italy much later and took 
many of their relatives to Italy but my 
uncle could not take anyone. So we all 
begged him to make an arrangement for 
us. The four of us, each one, paid my 
uncle about USD 2,000 and asked him to 
arrange for us anyway. In fact, since my 
uncle did not cross the border in this way, 
40 
 
Mannan, K.A., & Kazlov, V.V. (1997). Transits and Transnational Route of Migration and Trafficking: A Journey from Bangladesh to 
Italy via Moscow, Russia 
 
he did not have the experience to go this 
way. However, after going to Italy, Uncle 
told us to go to a travel agency in Dhaka 
and when we contacted there, he 
arranged for all of us students to get 
passports by profession on an urgent 
basis and promised to go to Russia within 
a month. In about two weeks we were 
asked to contact the office with the 
equivalent of USD 2,000 per person and 
we all had done. Unfortunately, he 
arranged a flight with Russian student 
visa for two of us but did not complete the 
process for the other two so we both left 
for Moscow even though 14 more people 
from that office went to Moscow on the 
same flight with us. In Moscow we were 
in the residential dormitory of an institute 
where there were 25 more. A week later 
my uncle called me and told that we 
would be taken to Belarus on our flight 
next week, although we were taken to 
Belarus about a month later. So far so 
good. Inhuman suffering began on the 
next journey, especially in Poland and 
Slovakia. We had to cross the border on 
foot at night in heavy snowfall because 
those of us who cross the border usually 
have to wait for this kind of bad weather 
because then the border is very loose. The 
horrible memory I will never forget is that 
one of us from Poland died while crossing 
the Slovakia border and they covered him 
with snow and took us away. The tragedy 
did not end there. About six months later, 
27 of us were arrested by security forces 
on the border between Slovakia and 
Austria. After two months in prison in 
Slovakia, we were brought back to 
Moscow. In the same process we started 
the journey to Belarus a new and in the 
end only 9 members of this group reached 
Italy together. If we calculate the time 
from Dhaka, it takes us about 14 months 
to complete this journey and the total cost 
is 13-14 thousand US dollars”. 
(Sagir-2, Age: 23, Educational Level: 
HSC) 
The next route (Figure 1.5) was found as 
Dhaka to Moscow to Latvia to Lithuania 
to Poland to Germany to Austria to Italy. 
The process of coming from Dhaka to 
Moscow is almost the same. However, 
what has become clear is that the housing 
situation in Moscow's transit point was 
very precarious, meaning that there were 
a lot of people together and they come 
and go like a train station. The process of 
crossing the border from Moscow to 
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Austria is 
similar, i.e. by train, car and on foot. But 
the tragedy is that the worst 
prison/detention in the region is 
Lithuania. There is no such thing as 
inhumane treatment of such migrants and 
there is no provision of necessary food 
and drink. However, the immigrants and 
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their syndicate all accept this kind of 
prison/detenyion as a cruel irony of fate 
and the journey to the Italian destination 
is going on knowing this situation. All in 
all, this route from Dhaka to Italy takes 
about one and a half to two years and 
costs about 15-16 thousand US dollars. 
Below are the words of one who arrived 
in Italy on this route: 
Figure 1.5: Dhaka to Moscow to Latvia 
to Lithuania to Poland to Germany to 
Austria to Italy 
 
“My cousin (maternal) lived in Italy for 
about 6 years. He has already taken many 
relatives to Italy, including many from 
their area. I begged him to arrange for 
me to be taken to Italy. He agreed to the 
request of me and all my family and took 
me to an office in Dhaka. In just two 
months, my passport, visa, ticket and 
other thing was arranged and I was sent 
to Moscow. In a house in Moscow, we 
huddle together on an average of about 
30-35 person. Someone always comes to 
that house a new and someone leaves. We 
all cooked and ate together. I stayed there 
for about 2 months. Then one day we 
were taken by train from Moscow to a 
secluded house on the Latvian border, 
from which we were completely barred. 
We stayed there for about a week and one 
night it was snowing hard and we walked 
a long way, that is, we crossed the 
Latvian border almost all night and 
reached Lithuania, but unfortunately we 
were arrested and imprisoned by the 
Lithuanian border guards. I stayed in that 
jail for about three months. Our life in 
that prison was such that many people 
used to drink their own urine to quench 
their thirst for water. When we came back 
to Moscow at the end of the prison, no one 
thought we were Bangladeshis because of 
the look on our faces because we had no 
flesh on our bodies. My cousin called me 
again from Italy and told me that if I was 
unlucky, I would not have to do anything. 
So again, just as we enter Latvia by train, 
car, and on foot from Moscow, so do we 
from Lithuania to Poland and from 
Poland to Austria. However, I reached 
Italy by train from Austria. All in all, it 
took me about a year and a half to reach 
Italy from Dhaka on this route and it cost 
about 15 thousand US dollars.” 
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The last route was seen Dhaka to Moscow 
to Malta to Italy. In this case a migrant 
does not cross the land border like the top 
five routes but instead reaches Italy via 
Malta by sea at great risk. Focus group 
discussions revealed that a syndicate had 
launched a route from Moscow to Malta 
via fake visas. However, they could not 
hold on to this route for some time due to 
Maltese immigration authority became 
very strict about this issue especially for 
Bangladeshi passport. However, they 
believe that the syndicate has tried to find 
a new third country. Because the people 
of Bangladesh always try to go to Italy at 
any risk and cost. However, it is seen that 
many people have gone to Italy from 
Moscow via Malta where it has taken 
much less time but the cost has been 
much more than the above 5 routes i.e. 
15-20 thousand US dollars. Below are the 
words of one who arrived in Italy on this 
route: 
Figure 1.6: Dhaka to Moscow to Malta 
to Italy 
  
“My cousin (paternal) has lived in Italy 
for about 7 years. I was then in 
undergraduate class. My cousin said 
what will be the benefit of this education, 
there are no jobs in the country and if you 
get a job or live with the salary, rather 
than come to Italy, I will make all the 
arrangements for you. I talked to my 
parents. Dad said ok we will withdraw 
our fixed deposit and arrange money for 
you to go. I finalized everything with my 
cousin and left college. Within three 
months, my cousin made all the 
arrangements to go to Moscow. All the 
information I got from other 
Bangladeshis when I went to Moscow, I 
could not dare to go to Italy by crossing 
the border with so much risk of my life. I 
talked to my cousin from Moscow in Italy. 
He said wait for sometimes, I'll find 
another easy way. A few days later he 
said that there is an easy route from 
Moscow to Malta, that is, from Moscow 
to Malta by air and from Malta to Italy at 
night by sea. The sea is not very rough - 
the place is usually visited by tourists in 
this type of boat. I agreed. After staying 
in Moscow for about 4 months, I moved 
to Malta, and in Malta I reached Palermo 
by boat from Malta overnight. This 
process costs about 14-15 thousand US 
dollars to go to Italy.” 
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Shifts in political or economic situation in 
the countries of the world, and 
development of new transport facilities 
redirect international migration routes. 
Correspondingly, new transit countries 
appear. In the early 1990s the vast 
territory of the formerly closed USSR 
was opened up by transit migrants and 
smugglers of migrants. During a short 
period of time numerous transit corridors 
have run through the territory of Russia, 
and it has become a rather comfortable 
and cheap land route for Asian migrants 
on their way westward. The global 
criminal network specializing in 
smuggling of migrants and trafficking in 
human beings has included Russia in a 
sphere of its professional interest. 
Generally, transit migrants move through 
Russia’s territory with the help of 
intermediaries who provide them with 
necessary contacts, routes, and, if 
necessary, forged passports, stamps, 
documents, invitations, visas, etc. 
In the first half of the 1990s, soon after 
disintegration of the USSR, the main 
reasons for interest towards Russia as a 
transit corridor were probably, poorly 
organized new international borders 
inside the post-Soviet territory favoured 
appearance of various east-west transit 
routes and guaranteed flexibility in 
choosing easiest itineraries according to 
concrete situations; relatively liberal 
conditions to depart from CIS states to 
former socialist countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe  while the latter were 
actively developing partner relations with 
the EU including visa-free entry opened 
pretty easy path to the West European 
countries; lack of proper legal control on 
the stay of foreign citizens gave a chance 
to irregular transit migrants to get lost in 
the territory of the Russian Federation for 
the whole transit period regardless of its 
duration; lack of experience in 
international migration management 
resulted in numerous cases when very 
dubious papers were accepted as proper 
evidence of political prosecution in a 
migrant’s motherland and were a reason 
to grant temporary legal status for a 
transit migrant. 
In the course of time, with screwing in 
entry regulations in the majority of West 
European states, more and more transit 
migrants were compelled to stay in the 
East European countries, although they 
were only in transit there. This means that 
they managed to adapt themselves to the 
situation of complicated transit: now it is 
predominantly of irregular / illegal 
character, more extended in time and 
expensive. All the same transit route via 
Russia is usually cheaper and more 
effective as it gives bigger chance to slip 
to Europe with the help of well-
developed criminal smugglers’ nets. 
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The dramatic difference in the technical 
level of border control at the eastern and 
western borders frontiers of the Russian 
Federation results in the fact that it is 
much easier for a transit migrant to enter 
the Russian territory than to depart. In 
case a transit migrant loses his regular 
status while staying in Russia, he/she is to 
use illegal ways to cross the Russia’s 
western frontier very easily with forged 
or invalid travel documents, with no 
document at all, or through corruption. 
However, Russian border guards usually 
prevent attempts of illegal exit. In this 
case irregular transit migrants stay on the 
Russian territory sine die, and the country 
becomes a sort of reservoir for irregular 
migrants. 
It is worth mentioning that not only for 
migrants from remote countries Russia 
has become a transit corridor and 
gateway to Europe. Irregular migrants 
from former Soviet Union states who are 
aimed at migration to the EU countries 
often use Russia as a transit area as well. 
Here, in contrast to their own countries, 
they have a chance to earn money for the 
following spurt to the West, and besides, 
gain certain psychological adaptation to 
irregular status while being in relatively 




Transit migration in this region tends to 
be extensive in time, and closely related 
with irregular migration and smuggling / 
trafficking business. When choosing their 
transit route via Russia migrants from 
Bangladesh often do not expect 
difficulties they will meet when staying 
in Russia and trying to pass the EU 
border. Relatively simplified entry 
regime at Russia’s eastern borders, on the 
one hand, and well-organized and 
technically equipped border control at the 
western side, on the other hand, give birth 
to a phenomenon of asymmetric borders 
frequently mentioned by experts. As a 
result, Russia faces a lot of negative 
effects of irregular migration that is 
generated by failed transit migration in 
many cases when migrants run into an 
obstacle of tight control at both sides of 
the Russian–European border, and are 
forced to stuck in the country of transit. 
Within the present model of transit 
migration via Russia, it corresponds 
neither interests of the Russian state, nor 
those of transit migrants. The State is to 
treat hundreds of thousands migrants 
stuck there in irregular situation who do 
not give up their purpose to reach 
Western countries. Migrants face hostile 
welcome, poor standard of life, criminal 
or semi-criminal environment, 
infringement of their dignity, and 
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uncertain perspectives. This situation 
necessitates search for solution. In any 
case, transit migration via Russia 
westward will continue, even for its 
geographical location. So, the country is 
to take responsibility for its management 
in order to enclose it in civilized 
framework and reduce its criminal 
segment. Acute problems relating to 
situation of people in transit, necessitates 
the transition migration issue to be 
regarded as an integral part of the general 
migration policy debate. These problems 
should not be seen as separate, since the 
complex of international migration issues 
is closely interrelated, but existence of so 
numerous groups of people in transit 
should be specially notified in national 
and international legislation. It is to be 
recognized that the growth of transit 
migration in irregular forms may result 
from the absence of clear and transparent 
migration policies. 
Recommendations 
This study propose some general 
recommendations for activities at the 
national and international levels resulting 
from analysis of particular situation in 
Russia in the field: Such as at the national 
level: to include in the national migration 
legislation that is now under revision 
special items regulating transit migration, 
providing transit migrants with 
temporary legal status, protecting their 
rights, taking into consideration specific 
nature of transit migration in Russia: it is 
long-drawn, and associated with irregular 
migration and trafficking issues; and at 
the international level: to develop dialog 
with countries of origin on bilateral and 
multilateral basis about readmission 
agreements, transit migrants 
management, protection of their rights 
and dignity when in transit, and getting 
the European Union as an interested party 
to take part in these activities. 
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